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The clock is ticking

JENNIFER GONZALEZ · DAILY EGYPTIAN

Jack Robinson, a junior from Decatur studying journalism and political science and Sarah Gardner, a junior from Eureka studying journalism and cinema
photography, react to the SIU Board of Trustees’ decision to table the proposed student media fee intended to supplement the Daily Egyptian. Robinson
and Gardner are the incoming managing editor and editor-in-chief for the fall 2014 semester. Current editor-in-chief Kayli Plotner updated the editorial
board from the meeting in Edwardsville.

Our Word
When our staff received word the
Board of Trustees intended to table
the proposed $9 student media fee, as
time seemed to stand still, an array of
emotions filled the newsroom: anger,
heartbreak, fear and willingness to go
to battle. So we did.
We took to social media with
the hashtag #SavetheDE, and
our alumni came to our rescue,
advocating what the Daily
Egyptian has done for their careers
and what it means to the School of
Journalism.
With faculty and administrative
support, the DE staff proposed
the fee in response to the Board’s
direction nearly a year ago, when
former SIU president Glenn
Poshard instructed the Carbondale
administration,
and
Daily
Egyptian staff to develop a plan
for long-term sustainability. He
agreed to give the publication
a lump sum to get through the
summer months, and the DE got
to work.

Several cuts were made, including:
t$BQQJOHTUVEFOUTBMBSJFT TBWJOH
nearly $87,000
t$FBTJOH'SJEBZQVCMJDBUJPO
t-PXFSRVBMJUZTVQQMJFT
These efforts only put a dent
in our growing deficit. The fee
proposal worked its way through
the proper channels. It was
approved with a majority vote
by the Undergraduate Student
Government in December, and
had the support of Chancellor Rita
$IFOH JO 'FCSVBSZ  CVU CFDBVTF
new SIU president Randy Dunn
has been in office all of six days
and didn’t have a grasp of the
situation, the fee was tabled.
More than a year’s worth of
hard work toward self-preservation
came to a screeching halt.
Dunn claims he can’t support a fee
he doesn’t fully understand. But what
he fails to realize, is his ignorance on
the matter and choice to postpone
action could be the end of the Daily
Egyptian.
Dunn says he will support the
publication the same way Poshard

did, and revisit the fee next year. But
the time for a student fee is now.
The DE proposed the fee as a
long-term solution to continue
publication.
Putting
another
Band-Aid on our gaping $200,000
deficit of a wound is not going to
fix the problem at hand. With a
projected 2014 deficit of more than
$300,000, the roughly $288,000
influx the fee was expected to
bring was the lifeline the DE
needed. If Dunn gives the DE the
same amount Poshard did, and he
gives it now, it will be enough to
continue publication through the
summer months, and that’s it.
Continuation of this 98-year-old
publication into the fall semester
would be a miracle.
The paper’s closure would mean
the end of the School of Journalism.
There is no selling point without
the Daily Egyptian, and future
graduates will be less prepared than
their peers who worked for college
dailies. It renders us moot in the
field of journalism; an already
bleak job market.

The Daily Egyptian has former
editors in prestigious positions
around the country in media outlets
such as the Chicago Tribune, St.
-PVJT 1PTU%JTQBUDI  8BTIJOHUPO
Post, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette,
USA Today Weekly Edition and
Almanac of American Politics.
Meanwhile, Daily Egyptian
employees excel in the classroom
well before entering the job field.
'PSUIFGBMMPGTFNFTUFS XJUI
an average of 15 credit hours, every
employee carried at least a 3.0
GPA. The editorial board carries a
combined cumulative GPA of 3.7.
Journalism is by no means an
easy job. But the DE staff is a
team, and this team of reporters,
photographers, designers, editors,
account managers, and press crew
have had a very successful semester;
winning 17 awards from the
Illinois College Press Association,
including two first place photos,
a second place news story, and a
third place sports story.
But the issue is not about the
BXBSETJUTBCPVUUIFDPOTFRVFODFT

of this decision, and what it means
for the university. This decision
could mean the end for the only
print media outlet able to call
itself the voice of the student
body. Throughout the years, we’ve
covered several difficult topics.
'SPN UIF FDPOPNJD DSJTJT PG 
to the presidential plagiarism
scandal, to the 2011 faculty strike
to crime on campus, the Daily
Egyptian reported the news.
At times people can be upset
by what we print, but it isn’t our
job to make people happy. It is
our job to inform the public of
the on goings of this university
and its community in a thorough,
unbiased and truthful manner.
Having our financial stability
left up in the air has left us angry,
sad, morose and baffled. But
mostly, disappointed.
So President Dunn, what will
you do to make your claims
of support evident? The Daily
Egyptian has done its part. It’s
time for you to do yours. How will
you #SavetheDE?
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Board of Trustees tables student media fee
LUKE NOZICKA
Daily Egyptian
The SIU Board of Trustees
passed all fee proposals at
Thursday’s meeting except for
two: the student media and
athletic fees.
SIU President Randy Dunn,
who took office May 1, said he
needs more time to consider the
student media fee. Dunn said
he wants the Daily Egyptian to
continue, and will review the $9
fee proposal for a later vote – but
could not say when.
“Over the past day or so, since
the board’s work session yesterday
obviously I’ve had a number of
emails, I’m guessing some [of the
board members] have as well with
concern that this is putting the
Daily Egyptian at harm and going
to cause them to close, and that
isn’t the case,” he said.
School
of
Journalism
Director William Freivogel, the
publication’s
Editor-in-Chief
Kayli Plotner and Assistant
Professor Grant Miller all spoke in
support of the student media fee
during public comments.
Miller said the DAILY E GYPTIAN has
cut its expenses from $1 million to
$663,000 since 2006.
“The DAILY E GYPTIAN is one of
the few college newspapers that
are asked to support itself entirely
by advertising,” Miller said. “As a
faculty member in the college of
education, I see the DAILY EGYPTIAN
as an incredible resource, an
incredible opportunity for our
students and something I hope
to see it not only continue to be
sustained on life support, but to
really be shown as something is
truly supported by our campus
and by our administration.”
Dunn said he will continue to
support the DAILY EGYPTIAN through
the president’s office as previous
SIU President Glenn Poshard
did. Poshard gave $55,000 from
the president’s office to fund the
publication through summer 2013.
“This door isn’t closed,” he said.
“It’s just before we institute yet
one more fee, with me coming
in new as the president, working

JENNIFER GONZALEZ · DAILY EGYPTIAN

The front page story on Thursday’s DAILY EGYPTIAN shows the SIU Board of Trustees’ decision to table the Student Media Fee.
Students spent an hour Wednesday night stuffing inserts into the last print edition of the spring 2014 semester. SIU President
Randy Dunn said he is wiling to support the Daily Egyptian as much as previous president Glenn Poshard and would be open to
discussion for a long-term solution.
with the campus leadership and
obviously the folks involved in the
DE, have a chance to revisit the
business model and see if we’ve
turned over every stone possible
putting on yet one more fee.”
Dunn said approving the fee is
not a matter of comparing the Daily
Egyptian to SIU-Edwardsville’s
Alestle, which publishes a print
copy once a week and receives
roughly $8 per student.
Trustee
Chairman
Randal
Thomas said he did not know how
to comment regarding the tabled
athletic fee.
“[The athletic fee being tabled]
may be in part because of a
transition in president just to have
a chance — again, it’s only been
six days — to have a chance to sit
down and work with the campus,”

Dunn said.
The board also tabled the
contract renewal with marketing
firm Lipman Hearne. The original
$1.5 million, two-year contract
was established in 2010.
During the May 9, 2013, board
meeting, the trustees voted to
renew the contract for one year but
requested more results from Lipman
Hearne for an extension past 2014.
“We have not seen the results
that we need in order for that
contract to be renewed,” Thomas
said at Thursday’s meeting. “We
can act on that if we needed to, the
board can act in executive session
… All of these issues, we’re at this
cusp of the transition, we really
need to get Dr. Dunn on board.”
The board did approve the
Midwestern Higher Education

Compact and Dell Marketing
purchase of $13.5 million
for computers and computer
accessories. The board also
approved a $1.8 million, threeyear contract beginning July 1 with
Under Armor for intercollegiate
athletic apparel.
The trustees also approved a $5
million plumbing contract and a
$4 million, five-year contract was
approved for labor material and
equipment for solid waste removal
and cardboard recycle by Burris
Disposal Service in Carbondale.
“Seems like we sure have spent a lot
of money here today,” Herrin said.
In an enrollment update,
Provost John Nicklow said the
Carbondale campus has received
13,200 freshman applications
for the fall 2014 semester. The

Carbondale campus presently has
16,619 students.
SIU-Edwardsville
Chancellor
Julie Furst-Bowe said SIUE
has received 10,000 freshman
applications for the fall 2014
semester. The Edwardsville campus
presently has 13,850 students.
Cheng said 148 faculty and staff
are signed up to retire and she
expects 200 to sign up by the end
of the year.
The board also named Dafna
Lemish dean of the College of
Mass Communication and Media
Arts and Laurie Achenbach dean
of the College of Science.
Luke Nozicka can be reached
at lnozicka@dailyegyptian.com,
on Twitter @lukenozicka,
or 536-3311 ext. 268.

Their Word
WILLIAM FRIEVOGEL
Director, School of Journalism
I’m deeply disappointed that the
Board of Trustees expressed its intent to
table the student media fee despite the
year-long process that resulted in the
student government and the chancellor
recommending its adoption. I ask for the
board to reconsider taking an action that
could lead to the end of the DE just short of
its 100th anniversary.
The student media fee proposal was the
result of a process initiated by the board
itself last May. Hearing about the financial
problems at the DE, the board called upon
President Glen Poshard and Chancellor
Cheng to take steps to save the paper.
Both acted.
President Poshard found funds in his own
office to help plug a short-term funding
gap. And Cheng oversaw a process by which
industry leaders and student government

addressed longer term funding.
The industry leaders recommended that
the DE, like nearly every other student
newspapers, receive a student fee to support
operations. After the DE editor met with
students in their residences last fall, USG
voted in favor of the media fee.
During the entire process, the DE sought
to answer common questions raised about the
fee. One of those questions apparently came up
again at the meeting on Wednesday: Couldn’t
the DE save money by printing online?
The answer is that printing online would
lose money, not save it. The DE deficit of
more than $200,0000 would double. The
reason is online ads sell for about one-eighth
of the price of print ads. The financial
projections for an online publication were
included in the materials submitted to the
board for its review.
Another apparently erroneous notion
voiced Wednesday was that the School of
Journalism could fund the DE. But the
School of Journalism barely has enough to

‘‘T

he DE is essential to the School of Journalism. It is an ideal
laboratory that has turned out some of the nation’s top
journalists. The school was just reaccredited last Friday, in large
part because of the DE.
— William Frievogel
Director, School of Journalism

pay professors’ salaries.
It is disturbing that the board expressed its
intent on Wednesday without Cheng present
and apparently without having asked the
SIU administration questions about the fee.
The DE is essential to the School of
Journalism. It is an ideal laboratory that
has turned out some of the nation’s top
journalists. The school was just reaccredited
last Friday, in large part because of the DE.
There is also an issue of equity. The Board
has approved a fee of $7.80 for the SIUE

weekly newspaper. A fee of $9 the for SIU
daily is only fair.
The DE staff fears the failure to approve a
fee means the end of the newspaper. Its fears
may turn out to be correct.
But I’m not prepared to give up. A daily
student newspaper is too important to a
great university for us to fold. I am taking
the board at its word that it will find a way to
keep the DE going. The best way to do this
is for the board to reconsider and to approve
the fee that USG has itself approved.

SOCIAL MEDIA
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The support for #SavetheDE was amazing
TONY MCDANIEL
Daily Egyptian
Six months ago I would’ve said Twitter is a useless
social media platform. Today I know differently.
In January I was hired onto the Daily
Egyptian sports desk by current Editorin-Chief Kayli Plotner. At the end of the
interview she told me I would need to create
a professional twitter account for myself, I
scoffed at this idea and reluctantly created my
very own DE twitter account.
Since then I’ve tweeted breaking news about
incoming recruits to the SIU football team,
scores and amazing plays at Saluki softball
games and updates at Saluki tennis matches.
Over time Twitter and I have grown closer,
but Wednesday I realized just how powerful
that little app on my iPhone can be.
Wednesday the Board of Trustees decided
to table the $9 student media fee that would
provide a life raft for the Daily Egyptian to
survive off of into the future of its existence.
With the fee tabled, the DE, the publication

Sarah Gardner
Managing Editor

I’ve grown to love and bend over backward
for, was basically stuck in limbo.
While the DE newsroom was going crazy in
the aftermath of the announcement someone
had the idea to take to social media and begin
to shout from the metaphorical rooftop that
is Twitter, that the Daily Egyptian may very
well cease to exist.
In that moment #SavetheDE was born.
It started out as a trickle of tweets from
us in the newsroom. We tweeted at former
writers and editors of the DE asking for
their support. They responded, by getting in
touch with people they know who worked
for the Daily Egyptian and asking them to
do the same.
The trickle of tweets became a stream.
Journalists who have gone to cover the
wars in the Middle East began tweeting
#SavetheDE. Reporters began posting
pictures of their press credential collection
that they would have never been able to amass
if it weren’t for getting their feet wet in our
Daily Egyptian office.

My twitter feed became flooded with people
I had never seen or even heard of all tweeting
words of support followed by #SavetheDE.
On Thursday the stream of tweets grew into
a river.
While the SIU Board of Trustees was
deliberating in Edwardsville if it would vote
on the student media fee or not, SIU alum
Paul Pabst was working as the executive
producer of the ‘Dan Patrick Show.’
In front of him on his desk written on a
folded up piece of paper for all of America to
see was one short phrase. #SavetheDE.
Pabst even spoke briefly on the show about the
great things the Daily Egyptian did for his career.
“College journalism is so important,
I would not be in this chair right now if
it weren’t for the Daily Egyptian at SIU,”
Pabst said.
A few hours went by and people I’ve
never met continued to funnel in support
for our student newspaper, then one name
I recognized popped up on my twitter feed,
Matt Forte of the Chicago Bears.

“Hey SIU Carbondale @siuc … don’t let
the @dailyegyptian go away… #SavetheDE
#schoolpaper,” Forte tweeted.
Forte did not attend SIU, nor did he major
in journalism, but he still understands the
importance of a student newspaper.
On a different social media platform,
Facebook, a group entitled #SavetheDE
created Wednesday night already has more
than 1,380 members.
The support we’ve received here at
the DE in the past two days has been
phenomenal, and even overwhelming at
times. I cannot thank all of the people
who have shown support to us here at the
Daily Egyptian enough.
In the last few days if you’ve sent a tweet,
joined our Facebook group, or wrote a letter
to the president or SIU Board of Trustees I
think I speak for everyone on the DE staff
when I say you’ve helped make an extremely
depressing and sad situation bearable.
Thank you a thousand times over, and
#SavetheDE.

Editors by the hour

11:45 a.m. - Send Kayli and Luke off to Edwardsville
2:30 p.m. - Begin editing content for Thursday’s paper
3:52 p.m. - Receive text from Kayli: Dunn says no go
4:43 p.m. - Discuss game plan with Kayli
5:33 p.m. - Editorial board conference call with Kayli
6:00 p.m. - Social media storm begins

2:10 p.m. - BOT executive discussion begins
2:52 p.m. - Text Freivogel: We have problems
4:00 p.m. - BOT goes into closed session
5:22 p.m. - Phone call to Paul Pabst
5:45 p.m. - Pabst takes to Twitter
8:16 p.m. - #SavetheDE is born

Kayli Plotner
Editor-in-Chief
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alumni voices

DE loss would be detrimental to SIU
JULIE ENGLER
Alumna 2008
Dear Editor,
I came to SIU because of the
Daily Egyptian. As a young high
school graduate and an aspiring
young journalist, the DE was all I
wanted to do. Sure, you learn a lot
in your classes, but that hands-on
experience of writing, reporting,
editing and design just couldn’t
be learned during a lecture. The
DE was my first home, as I’m sure
it was for many of us who worked
there. I arrived on campus a
week before everyone else in the
fall of 2004 for training, scared
and alone, and instantly felt part
of something. The newsroom
staff members were my first
friends, many of whom I am still
great friends with today. The
experiences we shared will forever

be a part of our lives -- memories
we look fondly back upon now
that we’re out in the world doing
what we do, doing what we
learned to do in that small room
in the Communications Building.
The paper had its ups and downs.
Most of us worked more than 40
hours a week and didn’t get paid
for all of our time worked, but our
experience, passion, friendships
and fun was what got us through
the roughest of times. Some of us
slept under our desks. Some of
us stayed until the wee morning
hours because of a late breaking
story. Most, if not all, of us often
received harsh criticism from our
peers and the campus community.
We received angry calls, letters
and emails from hundreds of
people who saw our work. We
made mistakes. Sometimes, we
made huge mistakes. And it was

‘‘Y

ou would not graduate an auto mechanic
who had never touched a car. You wouldn’t
graduate a ceramics student who never touched
clay. You wouldn’t send a brain surgeon out to
save patients if they had never used a scalpel. So
why would you take away such a great learning
tool for future journalists?

— Julie Engler

those late nights at the newspaper
spent wondering why we do this
that it hit all of us: We do this for
the greater good, to share stories
of triumph and deep sadness, of
corruption and good deeds, to
share with you the images that you
missed because you weren’t there,
to make you laugh and cry and
angry and relieved and to remind
you that we are all human, and we
all have this thirst for knowledge

and the truth everyone has a right
to know. Because we don’t live in a
world where we all have freedom of
the press, and we should.
But you can’t learn that in a
classroom. The story you write for
your teacher will not be torn apart
by thousands of watchful eyes.
The photo you submit for a class
project will not make an impact
on the community. That headline
with a mistake in it will not be

scoffed at by thousands if you turn
it in for your design class. No, but
that is what happens once you step
foot in a professional newsroom,
and all of the hard-working
journalists at the DE have already
learned these lessons.
You would not graduate an auto
mechanic who had never touched
a car. You wouldn’t graduate a
ceramics student who never touched
clay. You wouldn’t send a brain
surgeon out to save patients if they
had never used a scalpel. So why
would you take away such a great
learning tool for future journalists?
Please, save the Daily Egyptian.
This is the best learning tool for
future journalists. The journalism
department wouldn’t be the same
without it. And I am sure that
young high school graduates like
I once was will look at SIUC and
promptly move on.

JENNIFER GONZALEZ · DAILY EGYPTIAN
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Campus editor Seth Richardson, a senior from Monmouth studying journalism
and university studies, begins work on an editoral in response to the SIU Board of
Trustees decision to table the student media fee.

Faculty managing editor Eric Fidler responds to emails after returning from the
Board of Trustees meeting in Edwardsville. Fidler is one of the five professional staff
members on the Daily Egyptian salary.

Newspaper experience applies to other fields
AMANDA WHITLOCK
Almuna 2005
Dear Dr. Dunn,
I went to SIU from 2000-2005, I graduated with two degrees and I worked at the DE
for four years. I was a photographer, photo editor and worked for the long-defunct Pulse
entertainment section.
You have probably received hundreds of emails, at least I hope you have, because last night
in the midst of studying for a ten month comprehensive chemistry final, I started getting
hundreds of emails and dozens of texts filled with concern over the fate DE from current
and past DE alum.
I’m no longer in journalism. I have chosen something incredibly hard and different from
my former path, but I will always love and respect journalism. I cherish my time at the DE.
It molded me and made me what I am, to think otherwise would be folly. So, my final is in,
oh, two and a half hours, but I still felt it necessary to chide SIU’s BOTs for being careless,
because that’s effectively how your behavior is coming off to the public.
If you have an asset you do not cut it off. I’ve watched SIU slide down the slope of colleges
people don’t want to attend over the years. And I’ve always been a proud Saluki, but this
is embarrassing. Should you really be eliminating any facet of any college on campus that
makes your university special? I understand that you are not directly eliminating the DE,
but in this case inaction is action.

‘‘S

hould you really be eliminating any facet of any college on
campus that makes your university special? I understand that
you are not directly eliminating the DE, but in this case inaction is
action.

— Amanda Whitlock

Stop being foolish and begin try to save the few things about SIU that make it shine, that
make it important and different from other state campuses. If you truly want your students
better prepared for a dwindling workforce you have to help them, not hinder them.
I urge you to reconsider your decision to table the student fees, effectively cutting off the
head to one of your more valuable assets.
Nothing anyone says to you will change your mind, but I hope the numbers dropping in
enrollment will open your eyes on this one, because they obviously have not already. You
cannot take away things and expect improvement. Nothing was ever improved by doing away
with a learning tool.
I hope you change your mind, and reconsider what any asset or program, not just the
Daily Egyptian, means to your college students. After all, you’re there to create professionals
for the future not turn a buck today.

5
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COMMUNITY MUST SUPPORT A VIBRANT PRESS

#Helpfulhashtags
#SavetheDE

JACKIE SPINNER

· ALUMNA 1992

I am the journalist I am because of the Daily Egyptian. I owe everything
to that incredible experience. It gave me and countless of my colleagues
our start. But the DE is more than just a learning laboratory for student
journalists. It teaches students how to participate in a community with a
vibrant press. It is a gathering place. It is the community. The community,
through this student fee, needs to support it. The trustees, through approving
this fee, need to appreciate the crucial role of a student press on a university
campus. This isn’t about saving a paper. This is about honoring the role
journalism has in our society. Please #savetheDE.

I LEARNED TO BE A JOURNALIST AT THE DAILY EGYPTIAN
PAUL PABST · ALUMNUS 1993

When I heard that the Daily Egyptian was in danger, it troubled me
on many levels.
As a former student and four year DE employee, I know that newspaper
is vital to the school and the city of Carbondale.
It is important to have a good journalistic output on campus to keep everybody
in check, be it administration, students, faculty, or various departments.
The DE is absolutely mandatory to the future of the mass
communications department at Southern Illinois University.
As important as homework and tests are in the journalism department,
nothing, I repeat, nothing can prepare you for a career in professional
journalism like the DE can.
I worked at the DE for four years, and it was almost a full time job, and
I mean that in a good way.
I learned about ethics, news judgment, deadline, proper reporting,
proper quoting, to sum it sup, I learned how to be a journalist at the DE.
This call to action goes out to every former SIU student, and former
and currently faculty members of SIU, if you let this paper go away, you
might as well let the journalism school go as well.
Without a practicing outlet on campus the students would not have an
outlet to practice their craft on campus. It would put the students of the
mass communications department at a serious disadvantage when they go
into the working world.
I know times are tough, and budgets need to be met, but finding a way
to keep the DE should be paramount on campus.
You may save a couple thousand dollars by denying the DE funding
this year, but in the long run the students, the town, the faculty, the
administration, and most of all, the communications students will bear
the costs.

Alternative pubishing strategies for fiscal year 2013
$600,000

Revenue

$400,000

*
O
D
P
N
F

$200,000
Expenses

$0

Net Income

$-200,000

$-400,000
Online Only

1 Day/Week

2 Day/Week
Alternatives

3 Day/Week

4 Day/Week
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HARRISBURG TORNADO
IS WHERE WE LEARNED
Isaac Smith · ALUMNUS 2012
I remember being called to
Harrisburg Feb. 29, 2012 clearly.
After arriving in town I began
connecting with residents and let
them share stories with me of how
just hours before an EF4 tornado
had changed their lives forever. In
turn these people graciously allowed
me to photograph them. As the
days and weeks of coverage went
on I knew this was one of the most
important stories I would be a part
of, not for the drama and excitement
of it, but because I was serving the
members of that community.
I gave them a voice.
This principle of connecting
with and being the voice for a
community was hit hard in my
classes in the SIU School of
Journalism School. But it was by
working at the Daily Egyptian that
I learned first hand the gravity of
those lessons. It was there that I
got to put them into practice.

Tornado leaves six dead
Entire blocks flattened in Harrisburg

‘‘B

ut it was by
working at the
Daily Egyptian that
I learned first hand
the gravity of those
lessons.

— Isaac Smith
Daily Egyptian Alumnus

I
graduated
from
the
photojournalism program in 2012
and went on to be editor at the
Cairo Citizen in Cairo. I used the
training I was given at the DE
everyday there. It has come to my
attention that a vote to accept a
student fee to support the paper
was tabled and that without it,
the paper is likely to fold. I write
this letter less to ask and more to
implore that immediate action
be taken to ensure the long-term
viability of the DE.
I encourage everyone to read
the coverage from Harrisburg.
See what these journalism
students are capable of and
be reminded of what a gift the
Daily Egyptian is not just to
journalism students but to the
entire community in southern
Illinois. Look at those stories
and realize what the university
would be without it.

STEVE MATZKER | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Aruniti Manawa, of Harrisburg, waits for her family to gather belongings from their damaged home Wednesday as she stands near her neighbor's destroyed house.
Manawa’s father, Brahm Jyot, said they just moved from Chicago eight months ago.

'Like a bomb went off '
TARA KULASH
SARAH SCHNEIDER
Daily Egyptian

'God, Jesus or my son'
Survivors' stories

Daily Egyptian Staff

STEVE MATZKER | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Please see TORNADO | 4 & 5

Please see STORIES | 8

Keith Huke, of Harrisburg, holds up
a container with an angel on it that
he found Wednesday immediately
after the tornado went through his
neighborhood. Huke said he did
not know where it came from. “It
either came from my (deceased)
son, Jesus or God,” Huke said.

Student newspaper is where students learn
TARA KULASH
REPORTER AND BLOGGER FOR
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH
If the Daily Egyptian has to shut
down because of lack of funding, I have
a prediction and it’s not pretty; the SIU
School of Journalism will implode.
This is meant as no insult to the
professors in the program; instead,
it emphasizes the importance of
a student newspaper to recruit
journalism students.
Who wants to go to a journalism
school where the only experience
they will get is listening to a professor

talk about the good ol’ days? I would
have never landed an internship and
subsequent job with the St. Louis PostDispatch if I didn’t already have the real
world experience as a reporter and editor
at the Daily Egyptian.
In fact, I wouldn’t have even come to
SIU if it weren’t for the DE.
I’m not alone. Any potential
journalism
student
understands
the secret to this job is experience,
experience, experience.
I visited SIU and saw the newsroom,
the awards and the printing press. I
was sold.
Unfortunately, the printing press

(one of the last in the nation on a
campus) had to be shut down and
outsourced for financial reasons.
We made sacrifices to make it work.
Rumors buzzed that a new student fee
would pull us out of this crisis.
Yet the SIU Board of Trustees tabled a
vote on the fee until next month. That’s
problematic, and here’s why: The DE
will run out of money this month. We
might print our last edition on Friday.
If you haven’t noticed, I said “we”
even though I’m not currently a reporter
for the Daily Egyptian. That’s because
I will always be a NVM, whether I’m
physically working for the paper or

helping from afar.
In case you don’t care about the DE as
much as I do, I’m going to give you some
reasons to care.
This university is already suffering
an enrollment decline. Imagine if we
lost an entire school.
You may think you can get all
your news from Saluki Times and
the Southern Illinoisan, but I believe
the DE is the only paper that delivers
information it thinks is most important
to students and faculty, not just press
releases and fluff. I say with confidence
that the students at our paper had
consistently the best reporting during

the faculty strike. I say with confidence
that the DE serves as a top watchdog
of the chancellor’s office and other
university officials.
It’s the only student platform we have.
So how can you stop it from shutting
down? Easy. Urge the SIU Board of
Trustees to find a way to support the DE.
It’s not just for the good of the staff; it’s
for the good of the university.
(Plus, I excitedly plan to join the DE
staff this fall as I pursue my last semester
of school. With my year’s worth of
experience at a major metropolitan daily,
I will report on campus issues harder than
ever. Trust me, I have big things in store.)

Faculty return to class
without an agreement
SARAH SCHNEIDER
Daily Egyptian
Tenured
and
tenure-track
faculty say they will return to their
classrooms today, ending a weeklong
strike that disrupted classes and
raised tensions across campus.
Dave
Johnson,
Faculty
Association spokesman, said the
union’s leadership voted Wednesday
to end the walkout even though they
had not reached a tentative contract
agreement with the administration.
“It’s a big relief,” he said.
Johnson said members of the union’s
Departmental Representatives Council
agreed they were close enough to an
agreement with the administration that
striking faculty should return to work.
He said details would not be released
until union leaders had a chance to
discuss them with membership.
“We do believe this proposal marks
significant progress,” he said. “We have
been able to approve transparency and
accountability.”
Chancellor Rita Cheng said in an
email to students, faculty and staff
Wednesday final documents will be
prepared during the next few days so
both sides can sign an agreement.
She said the agreement will have
to be approved by the SIU Board of
Trustees as well as union members.
Morteza Daneshdoost, chairman
of the union’s bargaining team, said
they would continue bargaining in the
morning, but there were only a few
minor issues remaining.
Cheng said at a press conference in
the Student Center the two bargaining
teams had seven issues still being
negotiated Monday and have made
significant progress in the last few days.
The union’s previous contract ended
in June 2010.
The Faculty Association insisted
throughout the dispute that salary was

PAT SUTPHIN | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Chancellor Rita Cheng walks out after negotiations with the Faculty Association to deliver a press release Wednesday in the Wabash and Vermillion
Rooms lounge at the Student Center. Cheng announced members of the Faculty Association will not strike today while administration and union
bargaining teams will continue to bargain terms of the union's contract. The association has been negotiting terms of their contract since June 2010.
not the major issue, but the chancellor
insisted that most of their concerns
involved money.
Among other issues, the union
sought pay raises linked to the
university’s financial health, and more
transparency and accountability in
declaring financial exigency and
imposing unpaid furloughs.
A federal mediator joined
negotiations Sunday, and the two sides
met for 27 hours without reaching a

deal. Wednesday’s talks began at 9:30
a.m. with the two sides saying they had
made significant progress the day before.
The Association of Civil Service
Employees, the Non-Tenure Track
Faculty Association and Graduate
Assistants United reached tentative
agreements early Nov. 3, the day all four
unions had set for a walkout. That left
the Faculty Association the only union
on strike.
Members of the other unions, as

well as many students, supported the
faculty in their strike by walking picket
lines and demonstrating.
Groups ranging between 200 and
about 400 faculty, staff and community
members marched across the campus
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
chanting, “We want fair contracts,” and
“We want our teachers back.”
Cheng said at the press conference
there was healing to be done between
those who went on strike and those

who didn’t.
“I look forward to all members of the
university community working together
in the best interests of our students,” she
said in the email. “I urge everyone to set
aside the emotions of the past week and
come together in a spirit of collaboration.
Moving forward, I anticipate working
with the Faculty Association to advance
our institutional goals.”

Tara Kulash contributed to this story.

Walkout frustrates, inspires campus community
LEAH STOVER
Daily Egyptian
Faculty will return to their
classrooms today, but the effects of the
strike are likely to last longer than the
walkout itself.
Although the majority continued to
teach, enough classes were disrupted to
where many students grew increasingly
frustrated with either the lack of
instructors or quality of substitutes.
Hundreds of students rallied to
support the Faculty Association —
which represents tenured and tenuretrack faculty — Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday.
At the student-led rally outside the
Stone Center, while an SIU Board of
Trustees meeting took place, several
professors stood up and thanked
students for their support.
“Thank God for the students,”
said Jan Rogers, a professor in
physical therapy.

Rogers said she believed the
administration underestimated how
concerned and involved students
would become during the strike.
She said students in her department
were not affected much by the strike
because other faculty members were
able to substitute.
Chancellor Rita Cheng said
on WSIU-FM Wednesday, some
students had complained about the
quality of instruction they received
from substitute faculty, but that not
all were unhappy.
“We also have petitions from
students who want to keep their
substitutes,” Cheng said.
She said the university was
working hard to ensure the quality
of education.
“Are we perfect? No. But I think
we’re getting there and we’re getting
better every day,” Cheng said.
Please see STRIKE | 3

Thursday, November 10, 2011
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Protesters marched Wednesday outside the Stone
Center during an SIU Board of Trustees meeting.

Daily Egyptian

Protesters chanted, "Three down, one to go," and
"This is what democracy looks like."
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“IF YOU WANT ACCURACY AND
HONESTY, READ THE DAILY EGYPTIAN”
Pat Sutphin · ALUMNUS 2012
I started at the Daily Egyptian a scared student; afraid of failure,
unwilling to adapt and riddled with anxiety at the thought of social
interaction. I left a journalist. Two weeks after graduation, I moved to
Idaho to begin my first professional job at a newspaper. On the first day, my
editor openly admitted that the only reason I got the position was because
of the skills and photographs acquired while working at my college paper.
For years, I tried unsuccessfully to obtain an internship. I know now that
the reason why I failed is because most papers are cutting their internship
programs. Those that still offer this vital educational tool receive hundreds
of applications for a single position. For many, the Daily Egyptian is our
only opportunity to gain “real world” experience.
Upon graduation, my only notable resume line was my job at the DE,
and still I got hired. The skills learned at my college paper are ones that
cannot be taught in a classroom. I learned the importance of deadlines
and the ability to adapt to uncontrollable and ever-changing situations. I
learned how to communicate with editors and reporters to make concise
and cohesive packages. I learned how to take each failure as an educational
experience. Most importantly, I learned how to talk to people. Sometimes
as a journalist, we get so wrapped up in the story we forget to listen to the
person. Our job is to understand what they’re going through, how they
feel. It is our compassion for others that drives us.
When the Harrisburg tornado struck, I spent a week photographing a
family who lost a loved one in the disaster. For the first hour, I did not
shoot a single frame. I sat next to this man and talked to him about the loss
of his mother. He thanked me for taking the time to talk to him and asked
me to shoot his story. By the end of the week, the family refused to talk to
anyone else without consulting me first because they trusted me. This is
something that can only be taught on assignment.
To deny students the opportunity to grow and learn as I did would be
detrimental to their future endeavors. Without the Daily Egyptian, I
know I would currently be unemployed. It is, in one word, invaluable.
People do not choose journalism as a career path because they want fame
and fortune. They do it because they recognize the importance of the media
and they have a passion for seeking the truth. The current job market for
newspapers dwindles every day. To shut down the DE would only deter
students from attending SIU. I chose this school because it has a wonderful
journalism program, but how much faith will others have if the program
doesn’t even have a student newspaper?
Besides it’s affect on current and future students, closing the paper will
also impact the local community. Far too often when a major story broke,
the comment feed on the Southern Illinoisan would be inundated with
comments such as “for the full story, see the DE” and “if you want accuracy
and honesty, read the Daily Egyptian.” This paper has created a legacy for
being the leading source of local news for the community. Not only could
this decision deter students from attending a great university, it could
create animosity amongst the Carbondale community. Please consider this
when making your decision. Consider how many lives have been changed
by their experiences at the Daily Egyptian, and how many more could be.

Poor public relations at SIU
SARAH SCHNEIDER
Daily Egyptian

This isn’t the administration has failed to understand media relations
in my time at SIU.
Administrators have repeatedly attempted to stifle the student voice,
most memorably the 2011 faculty strike. When four campus unions
went on strike Nov. 4, 2011, students, alumni and those close to SIU
flooded social media and posted opinions on the university’s Facebook
page. Soon all comments that were not pro-administration began to
disappear from the page.
Daily Egyptian reporters screen shot these posts before they were
deleted including posts that said the individuals’ last posts had been

deleted.
Days later the university spokesperson apologized for the unwise
censorship. This was only one of the ways administrators attempted to
protect the university’s image, but was the most public attempt.
When news spread that the student fee the Daily Egyptian needed
to continue operations was tabled, potentially meaning the end of the
publication, students, alumni, and those close to the Daily Egyptian
flooded social media again.
Their comments echoed the same thought: letting the outlet for the
student voice die will be detrimental to SIU.
But when the university stonewalled reporters during the strike
and deleted negative comments, the Daily Egyptian was there to

report it. The Daily Egyptian was there to keep the administratration
accountable.
Students deserve to be treated as the freethinking, independent
individuals they are. They deserve to know what the administration is
doing and what the plans for the future of their university are.
Without student media the chances of students obtaining this
information is slim. Students do not come to college to ingest
propaganda; they come here to learn as critical thinkers. They and the
Daily Egyptian deserve answers.
Simply tabling a discussion that affects so many people without fear
of repercussion is egregious, and we can not let them get away with it
again.

How my journalism skills shaped my life
KATIE HECTOR
Alumna 2012
I would not have attended
Southern Illinois University if there
were no Daily Egyptian, and I am
not alone.
I would not have the skills I have
now, nor the employment, if I did not
have the experience of working at the
Daily Egyptian for two years.
Since graduating college in 2012
and entering “the real world,” I’ve
realized how much of it I’d already

been exposed to — because of the
Daily Egyptian.
I began working at the Daily
Egyptian in 2010, and it literally
changed my life.
I learned how to tell stories, an
invaluable skill I use and cherish daily.
I learned how to manage people,
which made me a better person in so
many ways.
I learned how to work under
pressure, how to handle stress, how to
meet multiple deadlines on a daily basis.
I learned how to digest media and

am a better citizen because of it.
I learned how to make people feel
comfortable talking to me (though
I sometimes curse this) and how
to retrieve information that is not
readily available.
If every college student had the
chance to gain as much experience as
us DE’ers did, the world would be a
better place.
If the Board of Trustees tables the $9
media fee for students, the DE will cease
to exist and SIU will drastically change.
The School of Journalism will not

be desirable, and the College of Mass
Communication and Media Art will
suffer immensely. Enrollment will
decline. Our SIUC journalism degrees
will be worth less, though many of us
will still be paying them off.
But that’s just the direct impact. The
region itself will lose a valuable asset.
The Daily Egyptian is a watchdog for
the entire southern Illinois region — a
newspaper from which thousands of
people consume news every day.
To think of it disappearing is tragic
and unfathomable. The repercussions

of tabling the fee will not only affect
those of us with journalism degrees
from SIUC, but all of SIU and all of
southern Illinois.
The Daily Egyptian is the oldest
student-run newspaper in the United
States. I urge The Board of Trustees to
reconsider tabling the fee.
It is the board’s responsibility to
ensure decisions are made in the best
interest of the university, and the Daily
Egyptian is crucial to the well-being of
the College of Mass Communications
and Media Arts.

sports voices
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I COULD NOT COVER THE
NEWS WITHOUT THE DE
JOE RAGUSA · ALUMNA 2012

I woke up Thursday morning unsure
of how I should approach the day’s
news. I’m used to covering Southern
Illinois University, a university I
graduated from just two years ago. In
that time, I’ve reported on massive
budget cuts, a Board of Trustees that at
times resorted to childish name-calling,
and a presidential search that started
unexpectedly early. But Thursday
morning was different; I had to report
on the possible demise of the very place
I honed my reporting skills.
Of course, I wouldn’t be in a position
to cover this story had it not been for
the Daily Egyptian. I graduated with
a degree in Radio/TV, but the Daily
Egyptian was the biggest part of my
college career. I pursued countless
stories I would have otherwise not
been able to. I developed skills I would
have otherwise not been able to. My
role with the paper helped me get over
my biggest fear in this industry, the
terrifying feeling of looking someone
straight in the eyes and asking them
a question I know they didn’t want
to answer. Just ask Chris Lowery or
Mario Moccia if you don’t believe me.
I was also discovered through my
work in the Daily Egyptian. Had
the guys at the Southern Illinoisan
not seen my work, they wouldn’t
have given me some freelance
opportunities right out of college.
Had those stories not ran, my boss
at River Radio would’ve had no idea
who I was and wouldn’t have taken
a chance on me when I was hired at
the end of 2012 to become our news
director. I would still be flipping
burgers without this paper.
It’s hard to write this, because
I’m stuck in-between the need to
stand up for something I care about
and the need to remain neutral on
a story I’m covering. But even the
latter was something I worked on
at the Daily Egyptian, so I can’t
remain silent. I would also hate
to see the voice of the students
silenced, especially right before
contracts with the various unions on
campus expire this summer. I don’t
think I need to mention the role
the Daily Egyptian played during
those negotiations.
Just please, don’t let this happen.
Pass the $9 fee and keep the student
newspaper running. Thank you.

Tell us your opinion by commenting at dailyegyptian.com

The Board of Trustees failed to pass a $9 student media fee in Thursday's meeting, which could potentially end the Daily
Egyptian. We asked SIU sports coaches their thoughts on the Daily Egyptian.
Dann Nelson Men’s Tennis Head Coach

All of our players look for those articles all the time in the DE. I think they would be sad if the DE shut down and there weren’t any stories about the men’s tennis
team anymore. I’ve been here nine years and I pick up a paper almost every day I’m in town. I start my morning with it.

We’re not on television every day like basketball and football are. A lot of times we don’t get in the local paper either. The Daily Egyptian is the one paper we’re
constantly in. We wouldn’t have as many fans. Fans lead to donors, so that’s incoming money for us.
Justin IngramVolleyball Head Coach

There’s so many positive things that the DE does. Anything less would not be the direction we want to go to promote the program.

I’ve been here for a long time and seen a lot of tremendous student reporters. A lot of them have went on to do outstanding jobs in their field so it provides a
benefit for the university.
Rick WalkerSwimming Coach

Audra AndersonWomen’s Tennis Head Coach

Ken Henderson Baseball Head Coach

Working with student reporters has always been a very rewarding experience. I watch them learn and evolve through the course of a season. It’s fun watching
the passion they have.

Friday, May 9, 2014
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FORMER EDITOR SPEAKS

DE IS JOB EXPERIENCE

President Dunn,
I write to you as an SIU alumna
and former editor-in-chief of the
Daily Egyptian. I understand that
a $9 student fee to fund the student
newspaper is likely to be tabled
for a year, placing in question the
newspaper’s ability to operate. I urge
you to reconsider.
I arrived at SIU in fall 2007 as a
transfer student from a community
college, having chosen the university
largely on the strength of its journalism
program. In the following two years,
I received an excellent education in
the classroom, but the most valuable
lessons by far came from working at
the Daily Egyptian. I subsequently
graduated from the Public Affairs
Reporting program at the University
of Illinois Springfield and have
been working as a reporter for four
years. None of this would have been
possible without my experience at
the DE, which prepared me for
journalism and life in myriad ways I
cannot understate.
I cannot stress enough the
importance of a practical education
in the field of journalism. Ill-trained
students are not only harmful to the
university’s reputation, but also to the
communities and people they will
eventually cover. It’s no secret that
the news industry is a difficult one
to pursue these days, and students
will fail if they do not graduate with
skills and practical knowledge. I had
wonderful teachers, but they could
not give me the experience of writing
a story on deadline, asking difficult
questions of powerful people, covering
tragedy with accuracy and sensitivity,
and yes, making mistakes — and
learning from them.
My time at the Daily Egyptian
defined my time at SIU. In part
because of my positive experience, my
younger sister has chosen the university
and will attend as a freshman this fall.
I hope that I did not steer her wrong.

Dr. Dunn,
I cannot begin to tell you what
the Daily Egyptian did for me as a
student, professional, and as a person.
My time at SIU would not have
remotely been the same without my
experience at the DE. It is the reason
I was able to get an internship and
job after college, not to mention the
friendships and professional contacts
it provided me.
The Daily Egyptian is the reason
I chose SIU. It offers students an
unmatched opportunity to gain real
world experience, and begin to grow
and learn as a professional. That sounds
oddly similar to what a University
should provide its students, doesn’t it?
The Daily Egyptian is the reason I
chose SIU.
Do not let me be one of the last
proud alumni to be able to say that.

ALLISON PETTY · ALUMNA 2009

STEVEN BERCZYNSKI · ALUMNUS 2011

A word from
our alumni
To the SIU Board of Trustees:
We write to you as a group of SIU alumni who also worked for
the DAILY EGYPTIAN. We think not voting to pass the Student Media Fee is
a mistake. Many of us have successfully pursued careers in media, and we
would not be where we are without the practical education we received at
the DE.
Tabling the Student Media Fee would endanger the future of
the College of Mass Communications and Media Arts. Its excellent
professors cannot replace the valuable experience of practicing real
journalism on a daily basis. Many of us chose SIU because of its strong
journalism tradition, and we cannot help but think that the lack of a
student newspaper could deter prospective students.
Strong school spirit among alumni is important for the financial
health and legacy of any institution. If, by tabling this fee, you allow
the DAILY EGYPTIAN to go under, you will alienate the people who have
graduated from MCMA and whose college years were shaped by their
experience in the newsroom. We believe that the alumni from MCMA
(including ourselves) no longer will feel connected to the university and
therefore no longer will feel the need to support it financially.
We urge you to consider how much this fee could do for the DAILY
EGYPTIAN, MCMA and SIU. Thank you for your time.

‘‘I

n part because of my
positive experience,
my younger sister has
chosen the university
and will attend as a
freshmen this fall. I
hope that I did not
steer her wrong.
— Allison Petty
Reporter, and former editorin-chief of the Daily Egyptian

— Steven Berczynski
Alumnus 2011

SAVE THE DE, FOR SIU
LUIS C. MEDINA · ALUMNUS 2009

Dear Editor,
I’m struggling to find a time in
which I was more disheartened when
I heard the Board of Trustees has
tabled a vote on a fee that could mean
the end of the Daily Egyptian.
For me, the DE is more than a
newspaper. It is a place where young,
aspiring professionals get better onthe-job experience than some first
jobs. It is a place where collegians
get life experiences they can apply
to their current situation and in
the future. It is a place that breeds
success in and out of the classroom,
as well as the professional world.
In a nutshell: The DE is everything
the college experience is supposed
to be.
So, why would anyone not vote to
keep that experience alive?
I wouldn’t be where I am at the
Chicago Tribune without SIU
Carbondale, but more specifically,
I wouldn’t be where I am today
without the Daily Egyptian and my
experiences there.
Those of you in positions of power
whose eyes will come across this letter
to the editor, I ask of you, please do
what is necessary and what is right.
Save the Daily Egyptian, for it is the
right thing to do for this campus.

‘‘T

LEARNING TOOL ESSENTIAL

NORA (BENTLEY) FARQUAY · ALUMNA 2001

Dear Editor,
My experience working at the Daily
Egyptian was extremely valuable.
Without the hands-on experience
provided by the paper, I would not
have been as well prepared for my
first newspaper job. Even though I
don’t work directly in the world of
journalism any more, I still use many
of the skills I learned at the DE. The
university should be ashamed for even
considering doing away with such a
vital learning tool.

‘‘T

he Daily Egyptian is
the reason I
chose SIU.

JENNIFER GONZALEZ · DAILY EGYPTIAN

Members of the DAILY EGYPTIAN staff stuff inserts Wednesday night for the last print edition of the spring
2014 semester. Student workers from every desk as well as the advertising production department
and business office participated.

hose of you in
positions of power
whose eyes will come
across this letter to the
editor, I ask of you, please
do what is nessessary
and what si right. Save
the Daily Egyptian, for it
is the right thing to do for
this campus.
—Luis C. Medina
Asst. Scoreboard Editor at
the Chicago Tribune
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EDITOR’S NOTE:
BELOW YOU WILL FIND THE SLIDESHOW THAT WAS CARRIED
THROUGH UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT GOVERNMENT, TO THE

CHANCELLOR, AND TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES IN HOPES OF
EXPLAINING THE NECESSITY OF THE FEE.

Friday, May 9, 2014
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SARAH SCHNEIDER · DAILY EGYPTIAN

Press Superintendent Blake Mulholland adjusts ink levels Wednesday during the final print edition of the semester for the DAILY EGYPTIAN.

Class projects don’t count, real experiences do
LAURA WOOD
Alumna 2013
Shame on SIU’s Board of Trustees.
The Daily Egyptian for almost 100 years has existed as a crucial
stepping stone for thousands of SIU’s journalism students who dream
of a future in news. It is the foundation upon which countless alumni
built their vocational empire. It is the very reason some alumni obtained
their dream jobs in the field, and it’s a terrible shame the board doesn’t
recognize the urgency in keeping it alive.
The idea that future students won’t receive the same hands-on
training that has produced successful journalists nationwide makes
my stomach drop. It’s no secret the print industry has seen better
times, but journalism is just as important now as it ever was. And
there will never be a time when practice benefits someone later rather
than as soon as possible.

It all starts at college. At least, isn’t that what we’re taught? But who
wants to attend one that doesn’t provide an outlet for students to put
classwork to practice?
Future School Of Journalism graduates will enter the workforce
looking like unprepared fools with no pre-professional training or
work portfolio. They won’t understand the adrenaline rush that comes
from working in a fast-paced and strict-deadline environment. Most
importantly, though, they won’t know what it takes to succeed in the
real world.
Class projects don’t count. Real experience does, and it’s heinous that
the BOT would single out a group of its students and deny them such
an opportunity.
This university boasts about being one of opportunity for those who
might not otherwise have one, and to SIU I say prove it.
It is both shameful and embarrassing that my alma mater thinks it
is OK to postpone such a time-sensitive and dire issue. As a very fresh

Daily Egyptian alumnae, I can personally attest that my graduate
school acceptance could not have come close to happening without
the journalistic backbone I developed at this newspaper. And I can’t
bear to think the same chance at success won’t be afforded to future
journalism students.
Let the journalism students keep the publication that teaches them
more about the news industry than a class ever will. Give them an
outlet to prove their worth to future employers instead of making them
start from square one, which no other university department forces its
students to do. Let them invest in a future rather than a simple degree.
Let them have a job that will continue to open doors even after they
walked through all of SIU’s. Don’t let this university become a dead end
for our future news providers.
The DE absolutely cannot survive or thrive without the university’s
support, and I’m forever disappointed that the BOT has left such an
imperative step in a future journalist’s stride to just dissolve.

Friendships bedrock of industry
CHRIS ZOELLER
Alumnus 2013

JENNIFER GONZALEZ · DAILY EGYPTIAN

Justin Godbold, a graduate student studying engineering and
management, check the color quality of Thursday’s DAILY EGYPTIAN.

I am appalled at how passive the Board of Trustees has
chosen to be with the fate of this newspaper. As a former
Daily Egyptian staff photographer, photo-editor and SIU
alum, I fear the board’s inability to see the bigger picture of
its ineptitude will have repercussions that last long after its
May session has adjourned. The experience I gained at this
newspaper has been immeasurable. Among the many lessons
I learned on the job, the most important was that I could
make a difference and have fun at the same time. Without
the DE, I would never have had the opportunity to stand on
the field at Busch Stadium and photograph Saluki football
or go to the University of Illinois and see Big Ten football up
close and personal.
Without the DE, I would never have been able to have a
front row seat for two Division I basketball tournaments or
witness the resurgence of Saluki Nation right in front of my
eyes. With these experiences came the opportunity to create
portfolio images that will catch the eye of potential employers.
Last but certainly not least, without the DE, I would never
have had the opportunity to develop such close friendships

with my fellow students and co-workers, friendships that are
all too important to survive in this industry without. The
fact that this board chose to ignore the impact this paper
has on the student body, the community and the school of
journalism is unforgivable.
Without batting an eye, they have approved the funding
to reconstruct every athletic site on campus in the name of
recruitment. What about the recruitment for one of this
university’s longest-running staples and the education of those
in the department surrounding it? How can you justify saving
a student from paying $9 to be a well-informed member
of the university community while having no regard to the
effect this move will have on future recruitment? How will
you justify to the students, faculty, alumni, Carbondale and
all of southern Illinois, why you no longer wish to support
their right to participate in the free and open forum in which
to voice concerns about their interests, their investment in
this university? In the end, all I can do is wish the board well,
because they clearly do not understand what they have brought
upon themselves. The support I have seen for this paper in the
past day and a half has been overwhelming. And one day soon,
the community that you have briefly silenced will stand and
shout in one unified voice, and it will say #savetheDE.
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think that’d be terrible.
That’s how I get all my news,”
she said. “If I don’t see it on a
university page or on flyers or on
campus, this is what I read every
day to find out what’s going on
… surely (the Board of Trustees)
will agree to give (the Daily
Egyptian) funding. I can’t imagine
they wouldn’t.”

read it everyday so to hear it might
not be here next year is saddening,”
he said. “A lot of times, I don’t get to
read the news or watch the news cause I
get up really early in the morning and I
go to bed really late. The Daily Egyptian
is one of the only ways I get news
information. To hear that it’s not going
to be here makes me really sad.”

— Caitie Wisniewski
Junior: History

‘‘
I

think that student media or
media for the whole campus is
very important for any school, even
from elementary with those small
newspapers to college to kind of get the
word out on campus,” he said. “I know
for me, when I’m busy studying for a
test, I really don’t care what’s happening
across the country but when I read the
Daily Egyptian, it kind of talks about it
and fills me in … if they take it away,
it’s just keeping us away from the news
that we really need to talk about.”

— Alex Zander
Sophomore: History Education

‘‘I

know that strong relationships
with organized labor and
labor organizations are
important to an organization.
I don’t want to see what is
happening in Wisconsin and
Indiana to happen to Illinois.
— Shakyla McBee
Sophomore: Physiology

—Raymond Waldon
Sophomore: History Education

‘‘A

‘‘
T

he university is making decisions
which are typically better for
them specifically, they’re not really
taking into consideration what the
students want,” he said. “Things
like the Daily Egyptian definitely
keeps people updated on what’s
going on around campus, various
things, apartment findings and
sports news … I think they’re
trying to save themselves instead of
finding a resolution that works for
both parties.

lot of people look forward to
reading the paper and different
articles are in the paper about
different events and stuff, so it
wouldn’t be good if they discontinued
the paper,” she said.
— Ontoya Baldwin
Carbondale Resident

— Rashaud Media
Graduate Student:

‘‘I

think it’s ridiculous to cut a
program like that when you are
building new student centers and
new buildings which cost millions
of dollars, seemingly randomly
just building them all the time,” he
said. “I think it seems like a poor
decision. They could save money a
lot better in another place.”
— Marshall Anderson
Carbondale Resident

‘‘W

e need the Daily Egyptian.
It keeps us connected to
the outside world and as well
as with each other. It also gives
the students the opportunity to
express their creativity and build
their portfolio.”
— Jamele Johnson
Sophomore: Journalism

MCMA VoiCes
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DE is mirror to view ourselves

MARK DOLAN
SIU Associate Professor
Photojournalism

To say that SIU President Dunn’s
decision to hold off on making
a decision on funding the Daily
Egyptian was disappointing would be
a huge understatement. The response
from students, faculty, alumni and
friends of the SIU journalism program
has been strong and prolific.
Thousands of students have
launched
successful
journalism
careers through the real-world,
hands-on experience they received
working at the Daily Egyptian. They
are outraged at the possibility of the
Daily Egyptian not being there to
provide those same opportunities
for current and future journalism
students, and rightfully so!
The importance of any school
newspaper is not simply about
what it means to the journalism
and advertising students who work
there. The importance can best be
reflected by what it means in terms
of identifying and reflecting a sense
of community.
The Daily Egyptian has provided
us with a window (or a mirror)
through which we view ourselves —
unlike corporate-owned newspaper
chains whose priorities are profits.
That sense of community, along
with the education of the students

who work there, has been its priority,
and it has provided those services for
nearly 100 years.
The newspaper industry has
struggled greatly in recent years and the
Daily Egyptian is just one example
of that. But the need for strong and
vibrant community journalism has
never been more important.
The School of Journalism
administrators, the College of
Mass Communication and Media
Arts administrators, the university
administrators and the leadership
of the Daily Egyptian have been
wrestling with how to keep the paper
alive for the last year. And after serious
exploration and negotiation, we were
confident we had come up with a
solution that served the needs of
everyone.
It was deeply disappointing that
in one of his first official acts, SIU
President Dunn discounted the
recommendations of those who
worked so hard over the last year to

‘‘T

housands of students
have launched
successful journalism
careers through the
real-world, hands-on
experience they recieved
working at the
Daily Egyptian.

‘‘
T

he Daily Egyptian
has provided us
with a window (or a
mirror) through which
we view ourselves —
unlike corporate-owned
newspaper chains whose
priorities are profits.

come up with that solution.
Obviously, his decision has not
been popular among those that
have a vested interest in the Daily
Egyptian. Some have viewed it
with cynicism and suggested this
president doesn’t want a strong
student newspaper who might look
too closely at administration, as every
Daily Egyptian staff has done with
every administration that has come
before him.
I don’t share that cynicism — I
admit I am skeptical yes, but I am
also hopeful — because I want to
take President Dunn at his word
and believe he does indeed want
to preserve the Daily Egyptian as
a robust centerpiece of the School
of Journalism.
I don’t understand the objection
to a student media fee, especially
given that there is already one in
place for the Edwardsville campus.

But, if he feels strongly about not
wanting to add that fee here, there are
certainly other possibilities he has at
his disposal.
One of my colleagues in
advertising, Vicki Kreher, pointed out
a Daily Egyptian opinion poll asking
readers what kept students away from
attending athletic events, and 42% of
the replies stated they were unaware
of when the games took place.
I don’t know what SIU’s budget
is for advertising, but I’m fairly
confident it is more than $1 million,
and I suspect it’s quite a bit more.
Why couldn’t the university contract
with the Daily Egyptian to run
$300,000 worth of advertising each
year — and not just for their athletic
events, but for all kinds of activities
that happen throughout our campus
in any given week.
That would benefit so many
programs and events, it would benefit

‘‘I

t was deeply
disappointing that in
one of his first official
acts, SIU President
Dunn discounted the
recommendations of
those that have a vested
intrest in the
Daily Egyptian.

‘‘W

hy couldn’t the
university contract
with the Daily Egyptian
to run $300,000 worth
of advertising each year
— and not just for their
athletic events, but for
all kinds of activities that
happen throughout our
campus in any
given week.

the Daily Egyptian and it would
broaden and expand our collective
sense of community. And it would
do so without requiring any new
spending, but simply re-allocating
money that is already being spent.
Regardless of which direction he
takes in this matter, I am hopeful
President Dunn will review the
information and numbers already
at his disposal and act quickly by
either adopting the solution already
proposed or coming up with a
different one that will ensure the
long-term health and survival of the
Daily Egyptian.
It is far too important a part of our
university community to just apply
another temporary bandage to.

EDITORIAL CARTOON

AUSTIN BENNATT JUNIOR: CINEMA
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STUDENTS MUST DIG FOR THE TRUTH
JOE CRAWFORD · ALUMNA 2008

The timing of the administration’s reversal on
the student media fee is disturbing. In recent weeks
the Supreme Court has opened campaign-spending
floodgates wider than ever, the FCC has threatened to
change the rules governing equal access to Internet data,
and two of the largest media companies in the world have
petitioned to merge. Threats to fair, reliable information
about our government and our elected representatives
bombard us. More than ever we need well-trained
journalists asking questions and digging for the truth.
As a graduate of the School of Journalism and a former
writer for the DE, I know the student newspaper is
absolutely essential to SIU playing its role in that process.
It would be plain irresponsible for President Randy
Dunn and the Board of Trustees to let the DE die.

ABOVE: Blake Mulholland carries bundles of the DAILY EGYPTIAN Wednesday to a pallet in preparation for distribution.
LEFT: Pressman Kyle Householder, a senior studying aviation technology, checks color quality on the press.

From slacker to passionate journalist
MATT DARAY
Daily Egyptian
Is this really happening?
That’s the only thing I could think of
when I was told the Board of Trustees
had tabled the student media fee,
essentially killing our newspaper. The
worst part of it is this paper isn’t just
some boondoggle like other activities
(or buildings) on campus: this is an
award winning student newspaper
that’s one of the largest forms of media
in southern Illinois and has shaped the
lives of countless young journalists.
For years, this paper has told
unprecedented stories such as the
coverage of the Harrisburg tornado.
It has been the stomping grounds
for plenty of young journalists who
became big names in the industry.
And years on end, the paper received
well deserved awards from the Illinois
College Press Association.
But what hurts me the most is this
paper is where I learned I wanted to do

something with my life.
I’d never really had an end goal or
set direction in life. I’d always had a
rough idea of what my future would
entail but I honestly never wanted to
work for it. I used to be the type of
kid who drank and smoked during
my high school years, slacking off
when it came to studying and just
riding things out, praying things
turn out alright. I tried to stay out
of trouble but ended being drawn to
it, sometimes participating in not so
legal things (but never got caught).
When I finally got to college, it was
at my local community college. I would
attend classes, usually sleep through
them and go through the motions.
Hell, I didn’t care. None of it was fun or
worthwhile in my opinion. I even got to
the point of considering dropping out
of college.
I finally transferred to SIU in fall
2011, still not completely sure I wanted
to attend college and only planned
on majoring in creative writing. After

talking to an advisor in the English
department, I decided I could give
journalism a try since it meshed well
with my creative writing degree. What
the heck, right? I had taken some
journalism classes before and thought
writing for the Daily Egyptian could
be a fun thing.
I eventually applied and went on my
first assignment, covering a radio station
for the deaf. I still remember how fast
my heart was racing when I was doing
my interviews and typing my story.
The sheer level of excitement that came
with the job surprised me at first, but
I learned to embrace it and used it to
push myself to try to get better.
Every week, I now began to take the
job more and more seriously, something
I had rarely done in my entire life. My
first semester at the paper, I completely
changed my routine from going to class
in the day and then drinking all night
(and mostly every night) to staying
in and working on articles. I can still
remember my friends coming to my

dorm room to drag me to parties and I
would refuse to go out so I could work
on an article.
Why I did this, I couldn’t say at the
time. All I knew was working for this
paper meant something and it was more
important than any party or event.
After two years (six semesters)
of working for the paper, I’m still
convinced beyond a doubt working for
this paper has been the most important
thing I’ve done in my life.
I’ve covered stories from hydraulic
fracturing (aka fracking) to a town called
Olive Branch having to wait more than
a year to receive FEMA funding after
it flooded to talking with a member
of the Department of Defense about
Guantanamo Bay. I even have branched
out and have done copy editing and
photography to varying degrees of
success, areas I never thought I’d touch
in my life at a professional level.
I thank God, Buddha, Zeus, the
spaghetti monster or whichever form
of divine intervention convinced me

to work for this paper every day of
my life. This paper has allowed me to
experience remarkable human stories
and broadened my prospective on life
in ways I’m still finding out about.
This paper turned me from a worthless
slacker into someone who wants to
actively contribute to the world.
And now, with my time at SIU
coming to a close as I graduate this year
with a major in creative writing and a
major in journalism, the paper is being
taken away. The sole thing which helped
me care not only about my college but
the whole southern Illinois community
and what I want to do with my future,
is being taken away.
Without this paper, how will students
know what the administration is doing
to their university? How will they learn
about the community around them?
Worst of all, how many students will
lose the chance to find a passion for
journalism if the paper is gone?
After all, without passion, we’d all just
be slackers trying to coast through life.

Monumental impact of a college paper
BETH HELDEBRANDT
Alumna 1989
SIU President Randy Dunn:
Hello, and thanks for taking the
time to read this. I am a December
1989 graduate of the Southern Illinois
University journalism program. During
most of my time as an SIU student, I
worked at the Daily Egyptian, serving
as editor-in-chief for one semester.
I’ve been disheartened over the last
year to hear and read about the DE’s
financial strain, but I wasn’t surprised
by it. I faced many of these same
financial difficulties during my 22
½ years as an editor at the Journal
Gazette/Times-Courier in Mattoon/
Charleston. I’ve also seen the struggles
and tough choices made by the faculty
advisers and staff of the Daily Eastern

News, the publication of the Eastern
Illinois University journalism program
(of which I serve on the faculty as an
adjunct instructor).
I realize that some tough choices
have to be made financially – for
the university, for the journalism
department and for the Daily
Egyptian. But I’d like to add my words
of support for the DE.
I’m sure you’ve heard it many times
before, but much of the learning of
a journalism student is done on the
job, working for student media, and
not in the classroom. The classroom
instruction is vital, of course. But it’s
simply not the same as real-world
experience. When I graduated, I was
able to get a job immediately, and it was
because of my newsroom training at the
DE. I’ve been working in the field now

for 25 years and none of it would have
been possible without my experience
from the DE. For many of those years I
was involved in hiring interns and staff
members for the JG/T-C, and the first
step in weeding out the applicants was
to look at their experience. Without
real-world experience such as working
for student media, the application
immediately went into the “no” pile.
I would not have gotten my job after
college without my college experience,
and neither will the journalists of the
future. I tell my students at EIU that
they MUST get involved in student
media, serve internships, etc., in order
to compete for jobs after college.
The journalism students of the
future would be stupid to attend a
school that doesn’t offer real-world
experience such as that provided by

the DE. They WILL choose to go to
another university if faced with this
choice. So, I agree with the many
comments and social media posts that
I’ve been reading over the past few days
– if the DE doesn’t survive, neither will
the SIU journalism department.
It’s hard to explain the camaraderie
and friendships that develop in a
newsroom setting like the DE. I think
we all take it for granted. But the past
18 hours have proven to me that even to
those of us who graduated decades ago,
our DE experience remains some of the
most vital moments in our life – both
socially and professionally. In the past
few hours I’ve seen an outpouring of
DE alums of all ages rallying together in
support of the DE. A Facebook group
that was created last night (#savetheDE)
accumulated more than 1,300 members

within a few hours. Numerous tweets to
the same group (#savetheDE) only adds
to that. I’ve thought about my many
high school and college friends who had
other majors, and I can’t imagine any of
them getting involved and reacting the
way these journalism alums have when
they found out their college newspaper,
and possibly their college journalism
program, is being threatened. This
certainly says something about the
monumental impact the DE has made
on the lives of all of us.
I’ve read that you have promised
support of the DE despite the student
fee being delayed or rejected. I hope
that’s true. I urge you to find a way
to keep the DE alive so that future
journalism students can have the same
experiences as the rest of us who are
proud to call ourselves DE alums!
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Former editor looks back at DE importance
DIANA SOLIWON
Alumna 2010
Dear Dr. Dunn,
I hope you are enjoying your
time back and have resisted the
urge (so far) to harken back to
much simpler times.
I am writing because, as you are
likely well aware, your decision
to hold off on approving the fee
to sustain the Daily Egyptian
has ripped open a wound current
students and former alumni of the
paper have been experiencing for
some time. The world has changed.
The DE has struggled to survive.,
and while it too has clawed for life
by ceding its independence via a
student fee, it appears the vehicle
so many of us used to get where
we are today could sputter and die
anyway.

‘‘A

t minimum, you will lose 10 percent of journalism
instructors because they are salaried by the DE.
Students, with the potential to be incredible journalists,
will not give SIUC a second thought. The SIUE Alestle, a
reputable but less circulated and awarded publication with
a smaller journalism program, will survive via a $7.80 fee.
But perhaps most importantly, you will alienate an alumni
base forever.
— Diana Soliwon

It is heartbreaking. I served as
editor-in-chief for two separate
and distinct semesters; one was the
summer of 2008, not long after
the staff did its very best to present
the public with information
about things like Saluki Way and
allegations of plagiarism against
the school president. I was the

opinion editor and a city reporter
during that year. I lead the staff
again in spring 2010, shepherding
an edition on the top 100 paid
faculty at SIU, 12 of which were
women. We also delved into the
troublesome topic of unpaid
internships. In between, I served
as web editor, learning technical

skills the market demanded and
after as a photographer, because
what else could I do but be inspired
by those around me to challenge
myself? All the while, we made
incredible efforts to trim staff and
paper size in response to the dire
state of advertising revenue.
Today, I am 28-years-old and
the multimedia editor at an
international news organization
in Washington, D.C. I thank Bill
Freivogel, Mark Dolan, Phil Greer,
Eric Fidler, Bill Recktenwald and
countless other journalism faculty
for the help.
But most of all, I thank SIU for
the opportunity to work at the
DE. I hope my many roles there
reflect the invaluable advantage
I held when competing against
others in the job market without
such (strong) practical experience.

Please consider the implications
of not hearing about and deciding
to approve the fee. At minimum,
you will lose 10 percent of
journalism instructors because,
they are salaried by the DE.
Students with the potential to be
incredible journalists will not give
SIU a second thought. The SIUEdwardsville Alestle, a reputable
but less circulated and awarded
publication with a smaller
journalism program, will survive
via a $7.80 fee. But perhaps most
importantly, you will alienate
an alumni base forever. Please
remember how important the DE
is to the education, reputaiton and
community at SIUC.
Thanks for your time.

Pulling all-nighters

JENNIFER GONZALEZ · DAILY EGYPTIAN

Pressman Kyle Householder, left, a senior studying aviation technology, and assistant pressroom supervisor Justin Godbold, a graduate student studying engineering and
management, check and reject the color quality of the first-off copies of Thursday’s DAILY EGYPTIAN. Press crewmembers report to work at 9 p.m. each night, and remain on the
clock until their distribution routes are completed.

Alumnus urges financial support from Dunn
ALAN ROGERS
Alumnus 2011
Members of the Board and Dr. Dunn,
I am writing to ask for your
continued support of the Daily
Egyptian and the student media
fee, which has already been
approved by the Undergraduate
Student Government.
In the spring of 2002 I visited
the SIU campus as a high school
senior. Touring
the
Daily
Egyptian newsroom, I made up
my mind on the spot to enroll in
the university. I graduated in 2006
and later returned to earn my
master’s degree from the College
of Mass Communications and
Media Arts. Through it all, my

time working for the DE was the
single most important factor in my
journalism education and remains
the foundation of my career.
As a student journalist I
took pride in the fact that the
Daily Egyptian was financially
independent of the university,
and it is disappointing that will
not continue. But the loss of
the newspaper – which appears
inevitable if you do not act now
– would be an enormous blow
to the School of Journalism, the
university and the community as
a whole. The newspaper is more
than a teaching tool or information
source; it is the link between the
student body and the broader
Carbondale community.

‘‘I

t would be a disappointment if one of Dr. Dunn’s
first actions as president was to cripple one
of the university’s oldest institutions, and the
flagship of a respected journalism program.

— Alan Rogers

It would be a disappointment
if one of Dr. Dunn’s first actions
as president was to cripple one of
the university’s oldest institutions
and the flagship of a respected
journalism program.
Failure to support the Daily
Egyptian will also strip the School
of Journalism of two instructors –

faculty managing editor Eric Fidler
and advertising supervisor Jerry
Bush – whose salaries are paid by
the newspaper. Director William
Freivogel has already expressed to
you the school’s inability to absorb
additional staff salaries, so the effect
would be an approximately 10 percent
reduction in journalism faculty.

Newspaper
revenues
have
faltered over the past two decades
and student publications are not
exempt. It is for exactly this reason
the Daily Egyptian must continue
to adequately prepare students
to face the journalism industry’s
uncertain future. Unfortunately,
it’s doubtful potential journalism
students would be attracted to
the university without the allure
of a student-run daily newspaper.
I believe the inevitable loss of
students from the program would
be a greater financial blow to the
university than the fee itself.
I do not expect you to have the
solution to the news industry’s
woes, but you hold the Daily
Egyptian’s future in your hands.
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Funding shortfalls in
student media repairable
MARC CHASE
Alumnus 1997

REMY ABROUGHT · DAILY EGYPTIAN

Incoming editor-in-chief Sarah Gardner recieves the news Wednesday
of the SIU Board of Trustees decision to table the student media fee
from current editor-in-chief Kayli Plotner.

President Dunn:
My name is Marc Chase. I’m the investigative editor and columnist for The Times of Northwest
Indiana. We’re a 90,000 daily circulation newspaper and online media company. I’m also an SIU graduate
of the School of Journalism, class of 1997.
I’ve recently been made aware of a situation regarding funding for the Daily Egyptian. It’s a publication
near and dear to my heart. I served for three semesters as the paper’s editor-in-chief and worked several
reporting beats throughout my four years at SIU. I also went on to earn a master’s degree in public affairs
reporting from the University of Illinois at Springfield and enjoyed a very successful, award-winning
career in journalism for the past 16 years. I say these things not to recite my resume, but to highlight a
very important fact: I can trace nearly every professional advancement and accomplishment back to my
hands-on experience at the Daily Egyptian. So many other journalists who cut their teeth at this finest
of student publications tell the same story. I know this because I’ve stayed in touch with many of them
over the years.
Beyond the invaluable benefit to journalism students is the important role the DE always has played
in both the campus and city of Carbondale communities. Throughout its history, the newspaper has kept
SIU students, faculty and Carbondale residents informed through a free and readily available platform.
Sometimes, injustices have been righted through the work of its student journalists. Sometimes policy
flaws have been pointed out and fixed. At nearly all times, the newspaper has communicated vital
information not available through any other medium.
I fully understand the funding challenges the DE faces. We have seen some of those same challenges
in the industry as a whole, and we’ve had to evolve to survive during the past several years. The DE will
have to do the same. It seems the $9 student fee being requested for newspaper operations is nominal,
considering it leads to unlimited access to a valuable information source for the entire SIU community.
Please consider pulling this measure off the “table” to which it has been relegated and put it before the
trustees. Future generations of print/online journalists seeking a rich education from the prestigious halls
of SIU’s School of Journalism depend on the DE as a major key to a successful future.

Ink, a source of pride for past and current students
JEREMY FINLEY
Alumnus 1995
The smell of ink is not for everyone.
But for me, it’s almost emotional.
As a small town kid — so sheltered I
didn’t even know how to use a phone
book — I got a job in the newspaper
morgue at the Daily Egyptian the
first semester of my freshman year. The
smell of ink from the presses next door
was almost overwhelming. I immersed
myself in reading the articles written by
fearless student journalists, wondering

how I could ever have the courage to
challenge rhetoric from politicians,
demand public records from city
officials and ask for the correct spelling
of the names of murder victims. I saw
the wicked red ink from the editors,
heard the crass language of the sports
department and the laughter from the
city desk, and practically drooled. One
fateful day, Jackie Spinner, who would
go on to be a star war correspondent
for The Washington Post, huffed into
the morgue where I worked, pointed
to me and said, “So, do you want to get

out of here and be a reporter?”
It was my big break. The Daily
Egyptian was my big break.
That timid freshman turned
out to be an investigative reporter.
My reporting has led to multiple
criminal indictments, district attorney
investigations, the resignation of
politicians and government officials
and millions of dollars paid out to
victims of unscrupulous businesses
and scam artists. Sure, I have a shelf
of Emmys and some nice national
investigative awards, and have reported

for everyone from CNN to MSNBC,
but notoriety is not why I got into
journalism. I got into journalism
because of what the Daily Egyptian
taught all of us: give a voice to the
voiceless, challenge public officials,
demand proof of how taxpayer dollars
are spent, and do it all knowing you
have the best job in the world.
So to read today that the funding
for the Daily Egyptian could be
eliminated made me want to grab my
daily newspaper and inhale deeply.
For me, it’s the smell of courage.

Time to find your own courage,
board members. This is no simple
college newspaper. This is where
it begins for all of us who went on
to work as servants of the public,
paid not only to cover the vitally
important news of the day, but
uncover wrongdoing and corruption.
When I would later be named
the top graduating senior in
broadcast news, my professor Ken
Keller said at the ceremony, “He’s
got ink in his veins.” It’s still a
source of pride.

School paper an asset to the college experience
MADELEINE LEROUX
Alumna 2009
Mr. Dunn,
My name is Madeleine Leroux and
I graduated from SIUC in 2009 after
four years of studying news-editorial
journalism and political science. I spent
nearly three years working at the Daily
Egyptian and I can tell you, like any
other DE alum, that experience alone
prepared me to work in journalism at
one of the most difficult and competitive
times to do so.
The Daily Egyptian, or DE as we
affectionately call it, houses my best
memories from college. My coworkers
in that newsroom, all fellow students,
became my family, because only they
knew the real struggles of being a fulltime student and full-time journalist,
while, for many of us, still holding
down a part-time job. Working in that
newsroom taught me skills I continue to

‘‘I

can tell you that without the DE, I never would have
gotten a job after graduation and I know I’m not the only
one. What kind of educational institution would allow the
one hands-on lab for print journalism students to just die?
— Madeleine Leroux

use in my journalistic career and prepared
me for any news I need to cover.
No other university has an asset like
the DE and believe me when I say that
without it, you will soon see enrollment
figures drop drastically for the School
of Journalism. I personally met several
students in my years in Carbondale who
transferred from schools with incredible
reputations for journalism programs
specifically for the experience offered at
the DE.
I currently work in a newsroom
in the heart of Mizzou Tiger country
and my editor often asks if I know any
graduates from SIU looking for work

because of the example I have set as a
DE trained journalist.
Please do not allow this valuable
resource and asset to die while you and
trustees consider other options. I know
the DE has exhausted all other options
before seeking a fee because we were
always so proud to be an independent
paper. It was a badge of honor and not
something we, or the faculty, would ever
give up lightly.
The DE is the crown jewel of the
School of Journalism. Don’t let it fall
out — that crown may not shine so well
without it.
Dear Editor:

I, like many former SIU students and
DE staff, am appalled at the decision of
the new university president and Board of
Trustees to allow an asset, an institution
of its own, like the Daily Egyptian,
to waver in uncertainty as the spring
semester comes to a close. I spent the
majority of my college experience at the
DE and learned more there to take into
the real world and real workplace than in
any class. Ever. The DE is where serious
journalists are trained, but do not think
it’s just a small piece that only benefits a
small group of journalism students. It is
so much more than that.
The Daily Egyptian is a true student
voice and it affects every single SIUC
student. I can tell you that without the
DE, I never would have gotten a job after
graduation and I know I’m not the only
one. What kind of educational institution
would allow the one hands-on lab for
print journalism students to just die?
I know the issue here is money. And

it likely doesn’t matter to those in charge
that the DE is a wonderful place that
not only teaches you how to survive in a
newsroom, but connects you with people
you’ll know for the rest of your life. That
place was my home and that staff was my
family. It’s where I met my best friend.
It’s where we got the opportunity to
bond with faculty members and hear
their great journalism stories, soaking up
every bit of experience and knowledge
we could from them.
It’s where we gathered together in
good times and bad. When we lost
one of our own, we all stood together,
holding hands, knowing we had each
other. And just like we did then, we will
continue to stand together to ensure the
DE lives on.
I hope those in charge will choose
to be part of the solution and not an
obstacle we have to get through. The
DE and every single SIUC student
deserves no less.

Friday, April 9, 2014

EDITOR VOICES

17

The best teamwork since Batman & Robin
KAYLI PLOTNER
SARAH GARDNER
Daily Egyptian
Election night 2012: We never
expected that what our editors had
described to us as one of the most
monumental nights of our college
careers would lead us to where we are
now. That night we spoke for the first
time, Sarah also had espresso for the
first time and between caffeine and
adrenaline, we had all the ingredients
to begin the perfect friendship.
Our friendship continued to grow
outside the office, but where it really
showed was on the pages of our paper.
We began working on stories together,
packaging Sarah’s photography with
my reporting. Our first, and favorite
package was The culture of fishing
during which we spent the weekend
at a bass-fishing tournament, and
shooting at carp with a bow and arrow.
In my first semester as editor-inchief, I was without a managing editor
or campus editor. Sarah took to editing
sports stories on Tuesdays while the
usual desk editor attended a late

class. It wasn’t long before our faculty
managing editor pulled her into his
office and conveyed my impending
doom if I tried to keep doing three
jobs at once. And so, into my office she
moved, and became managing editor.
Putting the two of us in a confined
space only made our friendship stronger,
and appreciation for one another greater.
We produced a few more packages
in the coming months, including the
Murphysboro Apple Festival, and
Brookport tornado recovery.
With
the
spring
semester
approaching, it only seemed right to
continue with the management model
that had worked so well. As we entered
our second semester as EIC and ME,
our office became our home. Seriously,
we even buy separate groceries for our
homes and the office. Our time spent
in the office is a direct reflection of the
investment we have in our staff, and
the DE as a whole. We want nothing
more than to see it thrive.
We set out with a series of objectives
we wanted to meet in order to convey
that the DE is adapting as it should.
And over the course of this semester,

we have met, if not exceeded, every
one of those goals.
t4PDJBMNFEJBoFWFSZFNQMPZFFJT
required to have a professional Twitter,
from which to tweet their stories and
photos. The DE Twitter is nearing
3,000 followers, and has more than
2,500 likes on Facebook.
t 4UBê DPMVNOT o FWFSZ XSJUFS JT
required to write staff columns on a
topic of his or her choice, in order to
give the byline a personality, and let
students know we are people too
t (VFTU DPMVNOT o UIF %& JT UIF
voice of the entire student body at
SIU, as well as faculty, and serves as
a platform for their expression. This
semester we published letters to the
editor from RSOs, faculty members,
student workers, and even the sister of
late SIU student Pravin Varughese.
t $POWFSHFODF o TPNFEBZ UIF
communications building will consist
of a converged, print, online, radio,
television newsroom. But the DE is not
waiting until then. We have put out
several multimedia pieces such as Saluki
gameday, redbull flugtag and more. We
have also formed working relationships

with other student media. Both the
DE and River Region Evening Edition
traveled to Brookport for tornado
coverage, and Carterville to cover a
young boy’s suicide. The DE has also
formed a relationship with student radio
station WIDB, and we host the DE
Voices radio show once a week.
(JWFO UIF BNPVOU PG FêPSU BOE
progression (a direct relationship we
constantly convey to our staff) we
had put into the betterment of this
paper, it was extremely disheartening
to hear our proposed student fee,
had been tabled by the Board of
Trustees. We set out to prove the DE
was worth the funding it requested,
and to have that effort more or less
written off, was exasperating.
With Sarah in line to take my
position after graduation, it was
troubling for both of us to think
my hard work as editor-in-chief had
been in vain, and hers may never get
to begin.
However, as to be expected, our
staff was nowhere ready to give up.
We knew we had to do something.
After establishing a game plan between

ourselves, and a conference call with
the editorial board, the social media
storm began.
After putting out Thursday’s paper
as usual, plans were in the works
for Friday’s special edition before
the trustees had made their final
decision. Like a well-oiled machine,
our teamwork, leadership, and
friendship kicked in; Sarah led the
staff in Carbondale while I led a small
group in Edwardsville. The result of
this dedication, hard work, and sleep
deprivation (during finals week to
boot) is the paper you are reading now.
Despite the outlook of the Daily
Egyptian, as uncertain as it may be,
one thing is for sure. This teamwork
isn’t going anywhere. Well, except for
our nation’s capital.
This summer Sarah and I will
work side by side for the National
Association of City and County
Health Officials in Washington
D.C., as their communication
interns. As echoed in many of the
sentiments in this issue, we would
not be where we are, or who we are,
without the Daily Egyptian.

